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ABOUT FAITH IN LOVE

Faith in Love Foundation is a Hong Kong registered charitable
organization. The mission of Faith in Love Foundation is to support the
alleviation of poverty, encouraging volunteerism, and promote art as a
medium of connection and expression. In the fast paced environment of
Hong Kong, it is often too easy to fall into the dizzying world of
materialistic pleasures and competitions for success and lose track of our
human empathies. In volunteering and truly giving our time
unconditionally to care for a stranger, we feel what it means to be human,
that is, to love and connect to another and realize, beyond appearances,
we are really not too different in our need to love and be loved.

-

‘ To contribute to a better pou) To encourage volunteerism and
society and make the world a giving to the disadvantaged
more pleasant place. members of society.

To stand for a loving, ,Q To assist the alleviation of

caring, selfless world. M poverty and support the
sustainable development of
arts and cultural expression.

We want a responsible and transparent medium by which we can do good
works, and ensure all funding is allocated as far as practicable towards
target recipients. We want to be actively involved in giving, and contribute
our skills, time, and love, as well as money and resources. We want to
experience the world as a united place, not defined by one's race,
appearance, class, influence, or material possessions, but a place where
all human beings are just equal and unique, looking after one another out
of kindness. Because in the end, it's all about love.




MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIRLADY

It's been a fantastic ten years. A challenging ten years, but still fantastic in the
scope of things we've been able to achieve, the people we have met along the
way, and the friendships we have formed into partnerships. Every few months,
we get news from some of the young scholars and beneficiaries that we have
sponsored and we are greatly encouraged by their transformation through
perseverance, conviction, and strength.

This book is a tongue in cheek tribute to our ten years of faith in love, a faith that
is quiet and humble; a love that is generous and unwavering. A tribute to the
hundreds of volunteers that have crossed our paths and contributed their
invaluable time, the partnering organisations that have made our work more
organised, and the handful of committed donors that have kept the foundation
going and never turned us down when we approached them with a meaningful
project that needed funding. Since last year we have commenced our
partnership with the United Nations Development Programme for a
volunteering post based out of Bangkok. Through this partnership, Faith in Love
Foundation has strengthened our dedication towards diversity, inclusion, and
the strive for equality. One of the biggest challenges we still face is dealing with
youth homelessness and the cascade of problems that this causes.




The domestic tragedies that lead to homelessness are multifarious, from there
displaced children and youth often have to fend for themselves in a city that has
a severe shortage of safe affordable housing, and the institutions that are
entrusted with their safety also face huge pressures. Life choices for young
people without good credentials and the support of family is likely to be difficult
anywhere, and in Hong Kong their future perhaps is only defined by the mental
strength to get through the uncertainty of one day at a time. This is why our
volunteers who give their time unconditionally to our programmes really
deserve our biggest praise for their selfless devotion.

—

Through our scholarship and internship programmes operating at four

children’s homes and community centre in Tin Shui Wai, we pray that a glimmer
of hope can shine through the darkness and this helps to provide the
meaningful human connections that make futures more promising.

We hope you will enjoy this book. Should you have any comments or
suggestions on anything you see, please email faithinlovehk@gmail.com to get
in touch with us.

G. Chao
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Ever since I joined Faith In Love in 2009, my life has changed for the better &2). Bubbles
and Bordeaux have had many opportunities to meet with the friendliest uncles and
aunties who always adore them. Sometimes they feed Bordeaux their fingers & -The
young children always love to cuddle Bubbles &'. I am grateful that in wanting to
contribute to our society, the heartwarming stories of the people I have met has
changed my view of the world. There is still so much to do to address our world in need,
butIno longer feel powerless @@, overwhelmed and resigned and instead I am inspired

to make a change.

ENCORED @
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LGBTI Rights are Human Rights. We are proud to be a partner of the United Nations Development Programme to

promote volunteerism in Asia.

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) works with countries to help achieve the eradication of poverty,
and the reduction of inequalities and exclusion. Their programmes encourage the protection of human rights and the
empowerment of women, minorities and the poorest and most vulnerable. “Being LGBTI in Asia” is a regional program
aimed at addressing inequality, violence and discrimination based on a person’s sexual orientation, gender identity or
intersex status, and promoting universal access to health and social services. The program is supported by UNDP, the
Embassy of Sweden in Bangkok, the U.S. Agency for International Development and the Faith in Love Foundation (Hong
Kong). Through this partnership, Faith in Love Foundation has been able to bridge a gap in the inadequate protection

against discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender.

This program honours human sexuality and aims at inspiring the world to be authentic and honest people. Faith in Love,
being an ally of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) people, was invited by UNDP to be an operational
partner in order to sponsor a United Nations Volunteer (UNV) from Hong Kong to work in their Being LGBTI in Asia
program. We are happy to now have our volunteer Ryan in Bangkok. Faith in Love is pleased to be a partner of the UNDP
and UNV such that young people from all walks of life in Hong Kong will have greater opportunity to work and learn from

international NGOs and participate in international projects for development and equality.

Domestic violence shears through families and its effects sometimes reverberates for many years. Violence and
harassment may affect all socioeconomic backgrounds, living situations, and ethnicities. One of our volunteers Mona has
had firsthand experience. To escape the helplessness she felt at home, she once ran away. After spending one night on
the streets of Hong Kong, with the help of her school social worker she was admitted in a hospital for few months. After
medical treatment she was moved to Precious Blood Children’s Village where she recalls some of the best days of her life.
Faith in Love invited her to become a volunteer to visit the United Nations Building in Bangkok.

According to Mona, being a part of this program was an eye opening experience as it led her to sense a new kind of
freedom. It was her first trip outside Hong Kong besides her home country Pakistan. She learned a lot about the new
culture and got many insights visiting an orphanage one of the days of the Bangkok trip. On 25 August 2017, our

volunteers visited the UN Building and formalized our commitment to UNDP and the Being LGBTI in Asia programme.




3=

N7

/

) MY LIFE--

Y INT
BANGKOK
".'."""E..p'gi}ﬂ. I @UNAIDS F' -.

Sixv monthg of volunteering and living in av foreign country

Hello; my naune ig Ryouwv Lee and I avmw avUnited Nations Volunteer (UNV) at Bangkok, supporting the
Being LGBTI inAsiavprograwmme (BLIA) at United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). Since
the time I howe avrived here in last August, I have taken ow the role of Project Officer - LGBTI
Inclusion and Private Sector. I have been inwolved in strategic develobment and implementation of
regional and: national private sector engagement projects, as well as other BLIA activities i
cornnection with: pawtnering civil society groups. It hay beenw a truly unique and rewarding

experience.

BLIA’s daily functions ave supported by a compact, diversified and talented teawm of specialisty, and
encompass prograwmme management, strategic planning, commumnications, reseowch and advice.
Every little step taken contributes to-the increased capacity and willingness of right holders and
duty bearers to-advocate for LGBTI -inclusive laws; policies and societies.

Apaut from day-to-day job; I also- hawe the chances to- participate v workshops and conferences
organiged by our pawrtners; such as the Trany Healthv Asiaw conference inv Bangkok and ILGA Asiov
conference in Phwmom Pendv. These provide incredible insighty and knowledge which fuel my passion
and help me build expertise ivv LGBTI advocacy.

During weekends and holidays; I balance my time between staying in touch withv my friends and
fomily inv Hong Kong and exploving the beautiful Land of Smiles. I Jonumary, I visited Ayutthayo,
a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The city was founded in 1350 and was the second capital of the
Staumese Kingdom, but was later razed by the Burmese owrmy inv1767. Luckily, what iy left of it is scll
historically significont and visually stuning, and I hope to-visit more natural and cultural sites

Lastly, I would like to- take this opportunity to- thank Gigi and Faithv inv Love Foundation for
supporting the BLIA programme and volunteerism towards peace and development.
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WORDS FROM KRISTI SWARTZ

WORDS FROM INES SANTOS

WORDS FROM LIZ WOMBELL

Serving as a board member of the Faith In Love Foundation has been an incredibly rewarding experience. I am an
advocator of giving back to the community, and I truly believe the Foundation is dedicated to Hong Kong as a
community. In a city where there is a visible gap in living standards, the Foundation looks to narrow that gap with the
belief that everyone is equal and deserves the same love and respect, by having faith in love. Whilst fundraising for
donations are an important factor in the operations of any charity, it is the personal care and attention given by the
board and the Foundation’s volunteers that has brought us to this momentous 10 year anniversary. A key highlight for
me has been running the OH English initiative with the Precious Blood Children’s Village. On Monday evenings, myself
and a few of my colleagues head to the Village to spend some time with the girls to improve their English. Some have
fantastic English, and aspire to be social workers or teachers, whereas others struggle with the language. We instil the
mind-set that we are a team, and are only as strong as our “weakest link”, and the girls are accustomed to this belief. They
have formed a close sisterhood, and they help and support each other educationally as well as emotionally. It is a
beautiful experience, and one where I have formed some very dear friendships. Alongside the programme, I also work
with other girls at the Village, coordinating additional tutoring and scholarship programmes to help them advance their

studies with a long term view of higher education and career opportunities. Through the Foundation, I have met some

truly inspirational people, and it has been a privilege to serve the Foundation alongside my fellow board members.

I have come to know and work with the Faith in Love Foundation for over one year now. It all started when my Office
Managing Partner, Kristi Swartz, invited me along to volunteer and teach English to a small group of teenaged girls at
the Precious Blood Children’s Village. At first, I thought it was going to be a “one-way street” where we would teach
English to the girls on a weekly basis. Little did I know, it was a relaxed atmosphere where we would play games in
English (the infamous Pictionary), try western snacks (thank you Marks & Spencer for the variety of cheeses) and help
with English homework (when the girls came in panicking with a next day deadline). In addition, aside from the
classroom sessions, with the Faith in Love Foundation I was also able to join a series of events such as taking the girls to
visit our offices in Central, the annual fund-raising Thanksgiving dinner and even take part on a weekend trip to Bangkok
when the Faith In Love Foundation sponsored a programme with the United Nations. I have learnt so much from the
Faith in Love Foundation that I am proud to say my experience is far from a “one-way street” - it is a “two-way street”; and

possibly a “highway"”.

Every Monday I look forward to visiting with the girls at the Precious Blood Children’s Village as part of the OH English
initiative run by the Foundation. The initiative is designed to improve English language capabilities, which it (hopefully)
does, and not only for the girls, but also for the volunteers! For me, it has been a much more than just “English sessions”.
It has been an honour to get to know the girls, to hear their outlooks on life and to watch them grow in confidence over
the weeks we spend with them. Some of my favourite moments are from the group trips we take, where we experience
different sides of Hong Kong and get to see them through fresh eyes and with a new perspective. I have always felt that
I got more out of the OH English initiative than the participants, and it wasn't until a trip to the United Nations in Bangkok
that I understood the impact we have as volunteers. A young lady who is very close to my heart explained that she felt
that we were more than family to her. We host the OH English sessions every week, and are there come rain or shine, and
that to her, time is the greatest sign of love. When she graduated from school we were front and centre at her graduation
ceremony, cheering her on, and heartbreakingly, this was more than she expected from her own family. Time is the one
aspect of life that we cannot make more of, and it is so important how we spend our time and who we choose to spend

it with. The incredible young women at the Village have taught me that, and for that lesson, I will always be thankful.
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FAITH IN LOVE

F O U:N B ASSIECEN
HEBEES

10TH ANNIVERSARY REPORT
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e House Street, Central, Hong Kong



